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Create Appalachia’s
mission is to benefit

our region by uniting
creativity, technology, and
entrepreneurship.

Our vision is a region
where the creative sector
of the economy is visible,
empowered, accessible,
and valued because
opportunities exist for
them to learn, thrive, and
compete successfully.

Our values include
innovation, collaboration,
and empowerment.

Read on for a glimpse
into the many ways
Create Appalachia

is making a positive
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Create Appalachia’s Center for Art &
Technology is designed to serve the
region’s creative entrepreneurs, small
businesses, and nonprofits. For those
who work on-site, the Center offers
private offices, coworking spaces,

and dedicated cubicles. Upon special
request, we can also provide software
curated for digital makers. Our space is
both professional and affordable.

Center members enjoy 24/7 access and
discounted use of a private conference
room, meeting spaces, computer lab,
content creation lab, and giclee print

Create Appalachia members have a wide range of resources available to lab. A small pTOdUCt photogra.phy lab is
them at discounted rates, including a streaming media lab for developing located upstairs. Our gallery is open to
professional podcasts and presentations. Click on the image above to take a the public five days a week and often
video tour of the Kingsport Center for Art and Technology. features the types of digital art that

can be created in a space like ours.
We’re proud to be part of Kingsport’s
Innovation Village. Surrounded by
ample free parking. Along with the
Kingsport locals, the Center will soon be
a hub for regional outreach.

Beginning in 2025, we will begin taking
our programming and some of our
other resources out into our 33-county
service area.

Above, left to right: A 12-seat computer lab
enables hands-on learning in a small class
setting. Here, members of the Kingsport
Boys and Girls Club dove into a digital
media class during fall break; A summer
camp for youth explored Character Design
and was taught by Fate Walker.

Right: The gallery hosts rotating exhibitions
and also provides a flexible space for
meetings like this Northeast Tennessee
Music Roundtable.

Special thanks to J.f"-fhl -ﬂ"‘xx

our Kingsport Facility /.

Sponsor, The City K\[_N '::lbl]':_:'|{]

of Kingsport.



https://youtu.be/MnWsSxXhXZQ?si=P8oC0MM3dfyJHDeo
https://youtu.be/MnWsSxXhXZQ?si=P8oC0MM3dfyJHDeo
https://www.createappalachia.org/about/
https://www.createappalachia.org/about/
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Create Appalachia (CA) is focused on creating a community
of entrepreneurial digital media/digital arts workers and
expanding their role in the region’s economy. To do that,

we provide access to affordable coworking and business
incubation spaces curated specifically to meet their needs.
We also provide professional development opportunities,
events for education and networking, mentoring, and more.
And, because we believe that workforce development begins

early, CA offers classes, camps, and workshops for middle
and high schoolers interested in exploring careers in digital
media and arts. Our goal is a community where creative
entrepreneurship can flourish, adding to both economic
development and quality of life.

Above: Girl Scouts of Southern Appalachians
receive hands-on training in character
design and animation at Create Appalachia’s
computer lab. Far left: Boones Creek
Elementary students learned about graphic
design and creative careers through a

series of classes led by Create Appalachia
founder Cher Cornett. Below left: Niswonger
CareerConnect students enjoyed an intense,
two-day branding and marketing class, using
their own prospective businesses as subject
matter.

Incubated and grew

12 creative/tech
businesses

Create Appalachia provides
access to affordable resources
and creative spaces.

Provi rofessional . . .
IS [ el Create Appalachia member Chris Bell is

develo%rr;er?t 'res<t)urces an animator and voice artist who has built
and training to his YouTube channel So Okay, Here’s the

more than 25 Thing to an audience of more than 160,000
o subscribers—all from patient, persistent,
businesses and

and professional work at his dedicated

hon roﬁ ts cubicle in the Kingsport Center. We're proud
p of him! Click the image above to visit his

channel. While you’re there, subscribe!.


https://www.youtube.com/@SoOkayHerestheThing
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create appalachia’s entrepreneurship series

The Arts@Work series focuses on professional development
for creative entrepreneurs, especially business and digital
skills. Arts@Work Community series includes introductory
classes that are free to low cost. Pro series classes are more
intensive and often include certifications. Arts@Work Youth
programs introduce young people to digital media skills
through hands-on, involved learning. Scholarships are also

available thanks to our generous sponsors. ®

Arts@work Community included:

Intermediate Social Media, Johnson
City Center « instructor, Jocelyn
Mathewes

Introduction to Photoshop « in
partnership with William King Museum
of Art « instructor, Alice Salyer

Delivered
professional
development

High school students from the Career
Technical Education track learn about
small business branding and marketing at
Create Appalachia. The two-day class was
sponsored by Niswonger Foundation as
part of CareerConnect. Students from eight

counties attended.

i ‘o ; CareerConnect i | NGER:

. Qrgamzmg your Digital Photo Archive « classes to Sponsor 5""'”% e
instructor, Angie Hyche — ‘ l
Writing an Artist Statement more

o . ) TENNESSEE FOUNEATION
instructor, Katie Hoffman than 400 v £ ARTS

- Social Media Setup 101 « instructor, individuals o X w}.,ih:,ﬁ.,‘]_.,, Arts@Work Sponsor

Jocelyn Mathewes

Mocktails & Marketing « marketing
strategy class led by Aspire Marketing
and in partnership with William King
Museum of Art

Branding for Small Business »
instructor, Kelly Porter

How to Make an Instagram Reel « instructor, Anna Whitted

including

100 children
and youth

Arts@work Pro courses:

Innovative Educator Workshop: Teaching Branding with
Canva » a teacher in-service sponsored by Niswonger
Foundation and the Center for Excellence in STEM Education,
led by Kelly Porter

Brand Yourself and Stand Out!, led by Kelly Porter

Arts@work Youth offerings:

Career Connect Branding Class, Johnson City and Kingsport
sessions « instructor, Kelly Porter

Character Design Class » a one-day intensive with Girl Scouts
of Southern Appalachia  instructor, Fate Walker

Character Design Summer Camp « 5-day class, Kingsport
Center « instructor, Fate Walker

Game Design Summer Camp « 5-day class, Johnson City
Center « instructor, Joey Mora

Johnson City Center Closes

In November 2024, Create Appalachia
moved all of its day-to-day operations
to downtown Kingsport at 225 West
Center Street. Executive Director Katie
Hoffman stated that the simplification
of operations allows the organization
to focus more on programming and
planning outreach in 2025-26. “We
are very grateful to Tennessee Hills
Distillery for sponsoring our Johnson
City Center for the past two years.

The partnership has been a very
positive one,” comments Katie. “We
also sincerely appreciate the help and
support of the City of Kingsport. They
have been incredibly supportive.”

Special thanks to our Facility Sponsors:

TE«TFIESEE QNGSTORT
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The Create Appalachia gallery hosts an ever-changing lineup of e 2 = II"lﬂliag".“.:!-I'":"'I

fine art and original digital art in a variety of media. 2024-2025 i ict
gallery shows included: - - -1 HEH“S
. il & i,

« Imaginary Realism, featured the amazing work of digital
artist Cynthia Decker (no, they are not photographs!)

» Digital Salon: Convergence show included digital media work
from more than 17 regional artists.

Enigmatic Encounters: Creatures,
Cryptids, Robots, and Other Beasts of
the Imagination featured an impressive
variety of media from students and
professionals throughout the region.

Storytelling Through Fiber Art
showcased the work of — _ —

fiber artist Karin Tauber. Ctwsiefiey vt Tibar ofrd =
& e W aster | rivew __..-'"'
Original art by Jocelyn Mathewes and [k 1 - Mo B

Annamarie Buchanan filled the gallery

Photoworks for Birds of a Feather.
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i P P
lLl“‘Ll'i:II‘I'[L‘.II Create Appalachia founder Cher Cornett
shares her perspective and techniques
in I just saw the coolest thing.

ereseley,
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« A call for entries for the 4th annual
digital art exhibit, Digital Salon: A Disturbance in the Force, is
out, with the show beginning in July.

call for entries
Below: Create Appalachia’s exhibit committee chair, Katie Edwards, S
led students from the DB Excel Digital Arts class on a tour of the Cynthia

Decker exhibit, Imaginary Realism.



memberships

Create Appalachia membership types offer tiers of amenities
especially designed to support entrepreneurs, start-ups,

and small businesses—particularly creative businesses.
Memberships can be customized to meet specific needs, but
categories include:

Community Membership: Free
membership to keep you in the
information loop via the monthly
e-newsletter.

Mailing Address Membership: A
physical mailing address for your
business at $40/month. Access

during business hours. Artist Jocelyn Matthewes,

community member and
Student Memberships: Free 10-day oyhipitor.

coworking punch pass for students

over 18 years of age, student ID

required. Discounted Flexdesk memberships after trial (starting at $4/
day in packages) with access to any open desk or computer. Bring your
own storage device.

Individual and Company Memberships: An annual membership
that gives individuals ($125/year) or companies ($225-$425/year
depending on company size) member rates on amenities and services.

Punch Pass Memberships: Use-as-you-need day passes, purchase as
single day pass ($25), or in bundles for deeper discounts (5 days/$100
or 10 days/$150). Use in one year. Great for a special project or
seasonal work. Access to any open desk or computer. Bring your own
storage device.

Flex Desk 24/7 Memberships: This option gives the member access
to any open desk or computer any time, with 24/7 digital key access
to via member entrance. $200/month, with discounts for 3+ month
commitments.

Dedicated Cubicles: A membership with personal, dedicated space
and lockable storage. Options with computer and software start

at $250/month. Cubicles without computer start at $200/month.
Discounts $50/month for 6+ month commitments. Limited inventory.

Private Office Memberships: Private offices are available for members
in Kingsport location—lockable, private spaces, many with windows.
Bring your own furniture or add a furniture package. Costs range from
$300/month to $495/month with all utilities and Internet access
included. Discounts for 6+ month commitment. Limited inventory.

Member Amenities and Services: Members (except community

and mailing address levels) receive discounts on Conference Rooms,
Streaming Media Studios, Print Lab, Computer Labs, Product Photo
Studio, Video/Photo Studio. Private office memberships include 4
hours/month Conference Room or Streaming Media
Studio use; private cubicle memberships include 2
hours/month of either resource.

Scan the QR code at left for a listing of
membership options and online signup, or contact
katie@createappalachia.org for more information.

FY2023-24 Financial Summary

Programs 8% Memberships/
l Programs 13%

Grants 70%

Donations
& Misc. 9%

FY2023-2024 Income $229,658

Facilities
24%

T Personnel
32%
17% :

Software
12%

\— Programs 16%
Marketing 5%
Supplies 2%

FY2023-2024 Expenses $216,987

Support Create Appalachia

E bring opportunities to
.:l creative entrepreneurs,
small businesses, and
youth in the Appalachia

Highlands.

E Help Create Appalachia
L] 4

Scan the QR code to donate at
createappalachia.org.


https://buy.stripe.com/8wM7svfWhb6K9SU288
https://members.createappalachia.org/account/memberships/change
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Create Appalachia is grateful to all the donors, sponsors, and volunteers
who give of their time and resources. Together, we are growing a
community of entrepreneurial digital media/digital arts workers and
expanding their role in the region’s economy. We will continue to
strengthen our program of professional development opportunities,
mentoring, events for education and networking, and resources for
creative entrepreneurs—as well as learning opportunities for youth
interested in exploring careers in digital media and arts.

Thank you for your support.

Board of Directors

2023-2024 Fiscal Year

Executive Team

Jane Hillhouse, President
John Wood, Vice President
Tom Raymond, Treasurer
Jacy Richardson, Secretary

Members-at-large
Davin Brown

Anne Darden
Heath Guinn
Crystal Phillips
Katie Westbrooks

Ex-officio
Katie Hoffman, Executive Director
Cher Cornett, Founder

2024-2025 Fiscal Year

Executive Team

Jane Hillhouse, President
Davin Brown, Vice President
Amy Greear, Treasurer
Crystal Phillips, Secretary
Tom Raymond, At-large

Members-at-large
Anne Darden
Heath Guinn

Jon Luttrell

Ked Meade
Barbara Raymond
John Wood

Ex-officio
Katie Hoffman, Executive Director
Cher Cornett, Founder
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